3S8          ON  THE LOWERING OF THE  COIN

what will be detrimental to Ireland And as the absentees
are, in the strongest view, our greatest enemies, first by con-
suming above one-half of the rents of this nation abroad, and
secondly by turning the weight, by their absence, so much
on the Popish side, by weakening the Protestant interest, can
there be a greater folly than to pave a bridge of gold at your
own expense, to support them in their luxury and vanity
abroad, while hundreds of thousands are starving at home
for want of employment.